70                  THE    CROSS    OF    PEACE

The music lasted for an hour before Ina von Menzel
reminded her brother that good beds awaited them

* Oh, it s early yet,' said Otto, who was enjoying himself
and doing very well on his accordion

Ina laughed and pulled his hair

* I need my beauty sleep, and Captain Gatieres must get
some rest *

"Perhaps we may continue this pleasure another even
ing ?   he suggested

"With pleasure, if it doesn't weary you *

She held out her hand, and he bowed over it with sudden
formality

6 Bon soir,   she said    "Dormez bien, monsieur f

X

That young French officer, Philippe du Retail, was walking
one morning down the Bischofstrasse with his friend Gatifcres
when he was astonished, and even a little alarmed, to see a
tall German, of sinister aspect, he thought stop abruptly
and stare at Captain Gati&res searchmgly and fixedly

"There is some brute of a Boche glaring at you " he said
cpuefly "Attention, mon capitaine f

He was even more astonished when Gafc&res gave a quick
glance at the man and then went forward to him with out-
stretched hand and beaming eyes

v The two men talked excitedly, laughed heartily and wrung
each others hand as though they were long-lost brothers
-Other French officers strolling down the Bischofstrasse, were
surprised and displeased by this effusive greeting between one
of their caste and a very tall and repulsive looking German

Qafc&res turned to Philippe du Retail and explained the
situation,

"My dear Philippe, permit me to present Herr Gustav
Hoffmann. But for his intervention at an awkward moment